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OVERSEAS REACTION TO THE CUBAN SITUATION 
(As of 8a.m., November 21, 1962) 


SUMMARY 


The Soviet Union responded today by reporting the major 
points in the President's statement cn Cuba. 


They linked the lifting of the quarantine with an announcement 
canceiling the "state of readiness'' maintained since October 23 by the 
Sovie. armed forces. The Warsaw Pact alert also was cancelled. 


So far, Moscow has not ren: ved its call for an American 
pledge not to invade Cuba. 


A TASS dispatch, distr*buted abroad, ied off with the 
President's order to lift the quarantine. it quoted the President as 
saying this move was in line with an understanding reached with 
Khrushchev. The U.S, has satisfied itself that ali known miss3lie sites 
ir. Cuba have been closed down and has received assurances that ail 


IL-28 bombers ''will be withdrawn in 30 days,'' the diapatch said. 
No mention wag rnade of inepection. 


Fhe Cubans responded quickly and at iength with a commentzé.y 
on the Havana television network last night. Castro's ‘firm but 
caim letter'' to the United Nations placed the United States in the 
dilemma of "facing the civilized world as the provoker of war or de- 
claring its readiness to make effective...the comrnitmenta President 
Kennedy entered inte with Premier Khrushchev." According to the 
commentator, the President ‘reiterated his willingness to give 
guarantees against an ‘nvasicn of our island by the United States." 
The iL-28's again were described as obsolete, and Castro's five 
points were mentioned. 


δ τοὶ nt press reaction nas Seen reported from other areas 
on the press conference, Th 8 ξ 


ana -omment will be further deizyed. 


Qs 


Earlier, there had been a buildup of attention for seve ral 
days on Castro's offer to alinw bomber withdrawal. A few editors 
expected additional U.S. action on the issue. 


Peking papers today carry Castro's letter to Ὁ Thant. The 


New China News Agency describes reports that the U.S. gave 
Khrushchev a "deadline" for agreement on removal of the pianes. 
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SOVIET UNION 


After a week during which Soviet propa- 
ganda r arked time on Cuba, the President's 
press conference seemed to Dring quick 
Soviet action, it is probable that Soviet 
propaganda soon will use the President's 
remarks about the fulfilment of certain 
USSR obligations to play up Moscow's 
"peaceful coexistence" role, Demands 

for America's adherence to its promises 
again will be emphasized. 


Press Conference and Soviet Moves 


The TASS report on the press conference has so far not been 
disseminated domestically, Soviet radio audiences hea.d in an 
unscheduled newscast at noon Moscow time only that the President 
has ordered the lifting of the naval quarantine. The TASS dispatch, 
distributed abroad, aiso led off with the President's order to lift 
the quarantine, But it explained that this move was made, according 
to the President, in line with an understanding reached with Khrushchev, 
after the U.S. had satisfied itself that all known missile sites in 
Cuba have been closed down, and afters receiving assurances that all 
IL-28 bombers now in Cuba "will be withdrawn in 30 days." 


TASS also carried the President's reference to the possibility 
that peace will come to the Caribbean if ali offengive weapons are 
kept out c. the Hemisphere in the future, an expectation which would 
have to be adequately verified. No mention was made of the specific 
issues of inspection, Furthermore, TASS cited the President's 
insistence that tue U.S, would also have to be satisfied that Cuva is 
not being used to export revolution, and quoted him to the effect that 
the U.S. "sali neither initiate nor permit aggression in this Hemisphere." 


Lastly, TASS quoted the President as say:ng that completion 
of the commitment on both sides and the achievement of 2 neaceful 
solution to the Cuban crisis "might well open the docr to the sclution 
of cther outstanding problems, '' No mention has been made so far 
about Soviet expectations οἱ U.S. adherc..ce τὸ its alleged commitment 
tG guearantce 2 policy of ncn-aggression for Cuda. 


~~ 


Linking its next moves to the President's orders to lft the 
naval querantine, the Soviet Defense Minister was instructed by the 
Council of Ministers to end the “state of readiness” in the Soviet 
Armed Forces, At the »-ame time, the Soviet commander of the 
Warsaw Pact forces issued instruction’ cancelling a number of yet 
unspecified military preparedness measures instituted when the 
Cuban crisis started, His order was baged on the argument that 
tension in the Caribbean has eased, and so has related tension in 
Europe. 


General 


The week preceding the press conference saw no major Soviet 
propaganda moves on Cuba. The IL-28 issue, at that time the major 
giumbling block, was glossed over in Soviet output. Moscow also 
remained silent on UN negotiations, obscuring the fact that there 
the problem of inspection loomed large, 


Such Soviet comment as was disseminated during the past 
week was primarily directed to Cuba and Latin America, It played 
up Soviet friendship and popular support for the Cubans, The more 
militant Krasnaya Zvezda (Red Star, Soviet Defense Department 
organ) did remind the "imperialists" that Cuba is not alone, but 
ctherwise the various audiences only heard again abcut popular 
support for Castro's "five y oini’' demands. 


oe 


CUBA 


In line with its recent stress on the peace theme, Cuba was 
quick to respond to the President's statement. Castro was character- 
ized aa the '‘firm but calm"! peacemaker οὐ a commentator on the 
Havana television network last night. 


According to the broadcast, the United States was placed in 


aly 


the position of provoking war or honoring its commmitments to Khrushchev. 


The lifting of the naval blockade was a ''partial application" of the 
agreement which "doubtlessly contributes to easing of tensions in the 
Caripbean. "' 


The Cuban also said the President ‘reiterated his willingness 
to give guarantees against an invasion of our island oy the United 
States. " 


In addition, the quarantine removal will facilitate withdrawal 
of the 1L-28 bombers on which the U.S. hat insisted for 
political reasons. Again Havana said the bombers are “obsolete, slow 
speed and low altitude" aircraft which "couic not undertake offensive 
actions worthy of the name." 


Castro's five-point program was mentioned, without detail, 
and reference was made to an alleged U.S. aircraft: attack ona 
Cuban ship. 


The President's refusal to end aerial surveillance "forces 
Cuba to remain alert," the broadcaster concluded. 


Earlier, οὐ November 15, Prensa Latina distributed a 
compilation of its daily announcements of U.S, ‘violations of Cuban 
‘e.ritory.’' This included "400 acts of provocation, harassment, or 
aggression over a 20-month period. Castro's letter of November 18 
to U Thant pointedly declared: '.. we atate...our refusal of 
unilateral inspection on the part of any organization, national or 
international, of Cuban tarritory....” 
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LATIN AMERICA 


Coverage has drastically declined in the 
Hemisphere. General support of the U.S. 
continues. Traditional concepts are beirg 
revised in some countries. Brazil continues 

its ploys. Cuba is stressing the peace theme, 
and underscores it by relinquishing the bombers. 


Argentine Support 


Media urged on-site inspection cf bases. Ja Prensa recommended 
that the UN "take cognizarn_e of the facts and intervene...in the verifica- 
tion of the dismantlement of the Cuban basee.'' The press strongly 
supported Argentine nava! contribution to the quarantine. Striking a 
note of caution La Plata's El Argentino deciared that "Latin America, 
which came forth unanimously against Cuban Communization, must 


now make an effort to check the rising wave of Fideiista infiltration...." 


Changing Concepts 


In Chile El Diario llustradc of Santiago stated editorially that 
there was considerable abuse of the blockade during the l¥th century 
for imperialistic ends, but that "this measure used in a defensive and 
prudent manner, as “resident Kennedy has ordered, the more 39 with 
the backing of the consultative body of the OA5, constitutes an appro- 
priate measure. "' 


La Nacion, Chilean administration spokesman, comments on 
colonialism, "which Iwe/ Latin Americans do not desire for our 
countries'! but Castro ‘either through ideological sectarianism, 
emotional maiadjustmer:, or what have you, outraged this aentiment 
on converting Cube into a modern version of .ne hate. colonialism." 
It goes on to describe whose interests are served today by tne anti- 
U.S, crusade: "Anti-Yankeeism originating in xenophodia anc an 
inf riority complex is ~ct today part of the Latin Arnerican struggle. 
it is an arm of Comrnunist imperialism." 


In Brazil, the November 24 issue of South America's magazine 
of createst circulation, O Cruzeiro, carried an article by the respectec 


political commentator Theophilo de Andrade which said, 'Neutralism 
now reveals iteelf a deception to weaken those who adopt it and an open 
road for the Red forces obedient to the Kremlin. The only security 
against Communist imperiali τῷ is alliance with the West. " 


Brazil Continues its Ploys 


Flying in the face of public opinion, as reflected by the 
Brazilian press, President Jango Goulart continues toc play a lone hand 
in the Hemisphere. His latest move reported by France Presse ia the 
designation of one of his most notoriously neutralist aides, Santiago 
Dantas, as a special emissary to Washington to explain Brazil's 
position to the U.S. administration. 


He had previously indicated his displeasure with Brazilian 
Naval chiefs who favored positive military backing of the U.5. 
blockade. Retired Admiral Silvio Heck, an outspoken critic of 
Goulart's Cuban policy, was arrested. Vice Admiral Helio Garnier 
Sampaio.was rernoved from his post as Commander of the Navy 
General Staff. He had proposed Brazilian destroyers rendezvous in 
Northeastern waters as a stand-by position nearer the Caribbean. 
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WESTERN EUROPE 


West European media expressed concern over 
the diplornatic stalemate in the Cuban crisis. 
Castro's intransigeance, attributed in many 
quarters to Red China's support, was viewed 
as the major cause of the deadlock. Some 
papers warned against Soviet duplicity but 
others felt that Khrushchev wags doing his best 
with the thorny Cuban problem. The U.S. was 
viewea as holding the top cards and urgsd to 
continue its firm stand. Prominence was given 
to reports of impending East-West negotiations 
and some attention was focused on Sino-Soviet 


relations. 


Concern Over Delay 


A number of papers expressed concern over the long delay 
in itnplementing the Kennedy-Khrushchev agreement. Ked China 
was frequently seen as encouraging Castro's refusal to yidd and 
af a source of embarrassment to the Soviet Union in its negotiations 
with the U.S. The pro-government Frankfurter Aligemeine observed 
that there are many indications that the Soviets were willing to live 
up to their obligations, but pressure from Peking... has influenced 
the Soviet position.'' Milan's Corriere della Sera, conservative, 
wondered if Khruzhchev was not influenced by Peking as "he would 
not want to be charged by the Chinese with being the leader tl.at 
sacrificed the first coynmunist regirne in Latin America.'' The con- 
servative Neue Tageszzitung, Vienna, editorialized tha‘ 'it ie the 
Kremlin's business to make clear to... Castro that... strategic 
considerations necessitate temporary withdrawals. This task is 
not easy if ene considers the instigating role which Peking plays. 


Warning of Dupiicity 


Ate. papers -cored Soviet duplicity as an additional reagon 
for the stalemate. Others held that Khrushchev was doing his best 
to terminate the crisis. Moderate-left Le Combat, Paris, heid that 
"the mystery surrounding the direc: Washington- Moscow taiks.. 
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surely indicates that efforts are being made not to hurt Soviet pride 
or Cuban susceptibility and that a delicate psychological operation ; 
is underway to reach a lasting amicable agreement.'' Conservative 
Le Figaro, Paris, also asseried that ''there are chances for agree- 
ment in the near future between the U.S. and the USSR on Cuba." 


τ, 5, Position Strong 


Many papers felt that the U.S. enjoyed atrong advantages in 
the present situation and argued against any concessions or any 
weakening ef the original agreement. The pro-government Frank- 

furter Allgemeine, stated, the Kremlin has once before maneuvered 
itself into a situation in which Washington was forced to reveal the 
prutal alternative’! and asked, ''does Mcscow want to risk a second 
defeat?'' Influential Le Monde, Paris, vointed out that a continuation 

of the blockade would reduce Cuba to the status of a semi-dependent 
country while the failure to carry out the agreement would permit 
Kennedy to reconsider his commitnisut not to invade. The American 
position appeara so comfortable that one can hardly see how Washington 
could feel obliged to make concessions, ‘'' the paper concluded. 


rurther Ne gotiations Seen 


The London Observer reported that Khrushchev had suggested 
a four pcint co-existence plan to the U.S. providing for Soviet mili- 
tary and political withdrawal from Cuba, western recognition of Eaat 
Germany, and a nuciear test ban with a minimum of inspection. This 
wage the subject of some comment. Munich's Sueddeutsche Zeitung, 
left-center, held that "any fear that Kennedy might accept Khrushchev's 
reported pioposal to recognize the German Democratic Republic in 
exchange ior complete Sovizi withdrawal from Cuba is without founda- 
tion." By contrast, right-wing l'Aurore, Paris, felt that such pro- 
posals “reflect the present diplomatic crientation of Moscow and 
Washington toward a broad negotiation of all major problems dividing 
East and West” and, therefore, should noi be discounted. The press 
also gave prominence to Mayor Brandt's speech closing a conference 
of prominent German and American leaders in which he atressed tne 
reed for Western initiative on Beriin. Rome's Hl Tempo aiso urged 
the need for Western preparation, solidar ey and determination. The 
paper warned that the major question 1s the reinoval of offensive 
weapons from Cuba, but whether the "S oviet policy in favor of easing 
tension or the Chinese beliicose policy wiil prevail within the com~ 
munis! worid." 


AFRICA 


Media and official public reaction in Africa 
continued to be light and varied. The Presi- 
dent of Togo said the American action was 
“understandable” but certain newspapers in 
Ghana and Nigeria continuea their criticiam 

of the U.S. The scattered post-mortems on 

the crisis ranged from an aileged connection 
between Cubz and the U.S. elections toa 
warning that the Soviets may try similar maneu- 
vers elsewhere. 


Attitudes Toward U.S. Actions 


One of the few public expressions of official support for the 
U.S. came ina statement by the President of Togo. After com- 
menting that the quarantine might have been submitted to UN decision, 
Mr. Olympio said that "no one would permit a revolver to be pointed 
at his head" and that the "action of the U.S. is understandable." 


The party-controlied press in Ghana ccontinued to carry arti-~- 
cles reflecting Communist China's position with regard to Juba. 
The ofiicial radio station stated that tne "blockade" continued in 
effect despite withdrawai of the missiles and that "this compels 
people to wonder if the missile base excuse was in fact genuine. ” 
The radio also alleged a connection vetween Cuba and the U.S. 
erection. 


In Nigeria the West African Pilot, consistently critical of 
the U.S. in the Cuban crisis, carried a story mentioning the Alpha 66 
"gang pirates created by the U.S.'' and condemning American "naked 
aggression'' against Cuba. An article in the Daily Express reviewed 
the pres and cons of Américan interest in Cuba but was on balance 
criticai. 


Post-Mortems# onthe Crisis 
litAction, organ of the governing Neo-~-Destour party in Tunisia, 


carried an interpretive article entitled "Mr. Khrushchev's Calculated 
Rigk,'' citing Cuba and the Sino-Indian conflict as examplee of the 


Communist tactic of making "outrageous moves"! in the hopeg of 
securing significant gains in the process of reaching a new settle - 
ment. Referring to a ''reason of principle'' making it impossible 
for the U.S. to swap the bases in Turkey for those in Cuba, the 
writer warned against permitting Soviet use of the "calculated risk" 
elsewhere. 


In Libya the Tripoli Mirror suggested that Soviet efforts to 
gain a "propaganda victory from the set-back in Cuba'! resulted from 
‘deep concern over the Indo-China dispute" in view of the latter's 
"repercussions on the Communist camp... and anti- Russian feelings 
among non-aligned nations.'' The Mirror concluded that the "un- 
anticipated gesture of cooperation" between the U.S. and Soviet 
Union proved that ''the possibility of solving international disputes 
without resort to wars still exists." 


i 
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NEAR EAST AND SOUTH ASIA 


Rer:.o-al of the miasiles from Cuba was 
merely the beginning, not the end of the 
Cuba criais in the opinion of commentators 
in the Near East and South Asia. Other 
trouple spots, they also say, still exist, 
and the Scviet Union may request U.S. 
concessions in exchange for Soviet 
concessions in Cuba, The U.S. will 
remain firm, however, say America's 
friends, while "neutrais' blame "obstinate 
and hard conditions" by the U.S. for the 
lack of a solution to the Cuba crisis. 


No Cuba Solution Yet 


Calcutia"s influentia) Amrita Bazar Patrika is among newspapers 


Se ee ee 2. 
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saying: ‘The Soviet decision to withdraw missiles from Cuba averted 
the immeciate possibility of a world war, but the sicuation in Cuba 
has contiried to he >xplosive because other sources of conflict have 
not yet been removed " These include con’inued U.S. reconnaissance 
flights anc the gquestior of Soviet jet bombers still in Cuba. Radio 
Damascus Said thai the crisis has net en. 2d hecause of "America’s 
obstinate and hard conditions on pledging non-invasion of Cuba." 


Spread of Crisis i> Europe 
Greek papers expect the Soviet Union to demand something in 
return for 1ts concessions in Cuba, "The Berlin and German issues," 
wr'tes pro-Government Akropolis of Athens, "are more dangerous and 
grave than tne problem of Cuba" because the Soviets merely losta 
Vwarlike bridgehend” whereas in Berlin "her European e:pire as εἰ 
whoie .6 at Stake, ' The paper expected the U.S, τὸ remain firrn, 
nowever, This gentiment is also echoed by Istanbulis Yeni Sabah, 


hw 


---- 


Turkish Bases 
ve NATO bases in Turkey, Yeni Gun cf Ankara wrote on 

November 12; "American voices" now suggest “the refusal τὸ trade 

Cuban and Turkisn bases does not mean that Americans want b 


to remain in Turkey. Rernoval of these bases would lessen clase 
cooperation betwee:. Turkey and the U.S, and would react against the 
feeling of Turkish pecple that the U.S. will immediate'+ come to 
Turkey's heip when necessary." 


soviet Boasts Provea Hollow 


A small weexly Bengali-language paper, Jugabari, hag said 
that President Kennedy's slap at Russia in Cuba has proved the 
holic wness of Scviet boasis about her military might... Russian 
shipe carrying arms fled away out of fear." 


U.S. News Blackout on Cuba 
An Egyptian columnist wrote November 19 that, "unlike the 


U.S.A. which imnroses a news blackout on Cuban news, we are not 
subjected to censorship, '' 
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FAR EAST 


Jdapepanenese media gave renewed attention to Cube 
ldasrst ~~ week in concentrating straight news coverage 
oon Ὁ the-=¢@ bomber removal issue. Wide play was 
ggivrven τ to Castro's announcement that he would 
ggivrve u—Up the Soviet bombers. Editorial reflections 
con τ the=ie general status of the cold war after Cuba 
wweewere τ carried by Asahi, which began to ree some 
valslue -2 In maintaining current spheres of influence, 
sanmd C-~huo Koron, a leading intellectual monthiy, 
ewhrnick 1. concluded that the U.S. had won only a 
50) petercent victory because of its "no invasion" 
pleedg=2*2- The Philippines Herald felt that 
KEhrusshchev would be willing to remove the 
booumbverxrs because he had missiles !iicden in 
Cisuba—, and therefore concluded that the President 
maust immsist on ground inspection. The Manila 
Tlime=sS, however, questioned the validity of the 
τεεροτ-τὶ about hidden missiles and voiced the 
pe ggi:ibility that it might be an effort on the part 
otf chee advocates of a Cuban invasicn to change 
thne F-“resident's restrained policy. The Straits 
Trimeczs Of Malaya, formerly critical of U.S. 
Zuba=n Dolicy, now raps Knrushchev for not 
lrivin=zZ up to his egreement to on-site inspection. 
TThe <paper foresees mre "briiksmanship,'" with 
Bohrawhchev again retreating. 


stTlact_.ons 
Japanese Reilec- 0 
Durimg the ‘atter half of last wesk Japanese media returned 
Suban stories te @ position of prominence, with major p,apers focusing 
tneir attention o7- the joint Soviet-Cuba proposals and the bomber issue. 
ἐν -ἤ - - - 
Throughout she week a moderate level of comment reflected on the 
- 19 ? , ᾿ . ἡ + . a 
ost-Cuba positren of the United States and the Soviet Union. 
Pr tad 
. A 5 - . . . 
The Ἀ5820.:!: Japan's number one paper, rana six-part analysis 
sted UWorld Ajter Cuba.'' It indicated belief in a Limit to cold-wir 
Eilts Ε - τα con . - 39 2% . ’ 3 
dynarrnics and "big-powsrism,'' bu: said there is also value in main- 
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infrequent example of an appreciation of balance-of-~power cc~ siderations 
by the Asahi. The idea was partially echoed by a leading NHK (quasi- 
governmental) TV commentator who said the Cuba issue must be solved 
before taking up the Berlin problem. He added that the present power 
balance should not be disturbed in seeking a solution to Berlin. 


Three Cuba-related articles are carried in the December issue 
οὗ Chuo Koron, a highly influential intellectual monthly magazine. One 
analytical article conciudeg the Administration won only a 59 percent 
victory becausc it "cannot" interfere with Castro. The article we . 

on to predict the Tresident will continue a policy of ‘power dipiomacy" 
while covering it up with 'New Frontier slogans"' and the Peace Corps. 


Hidden Missiles 


The Philippines Heraid and the Manila Times both had editoriaig 
on the possibility of hidden Soviet miesiles in Cuba, but reached 
divergent conclusions. The Heraid vaiced its suspicion that the Soviet 
Union and Castro were attempting to double cross the United States 
by hiding the missiles. in view of such duplicity, the Herald said, it 
was understandable that Khrushchev would be disposed to remove the 
bombers. The paper concluded that President Kennedy "18 expected 
to assert the same firmners in his insistence on ground inspection" 
that he hae shown in regard to the removal of the bombers. 


The Times worried that if the report about hidden missiles 
were true, an American invasion of Cuba might not be far off, and 
if it were false, it meant that advccates of an armed invasion were 
engaged in < dangerous attempt to reverse th> "restrained" policy of 
the Administration. 


CHRLNA 


Today's Peking papers (November 21) feature Custro's latest 
letter tc U Thant, bu: there 18 no reference to Peking's reaction te 
Castro's offer to release the Soviet bombers. Rather, Peking 
headlines the news as 2 'reaffirrnation" of Cuba's determination to 
r ‘gist U.S, pressures. 


The New China News Agency also publicizes reports thet the 
Uaited States gave Khrushchev a deadline" for agreement on the 
remov:’ cf the bombers. The game item notes tnat the United States 
i3 insiating on internatione! verification of the r-mo- val of all 
cffensive weapons 


